
ASC Pre-Season Referee Meeting
for In-Town Referees

Wednesday, September 2, 2026
Robbins Library, Community Room

Chris Carlsmith, ASC Referee Director

6:00-7:15 p.m. In-Town Referees



Agenda
 for tonight’s 
meeting



Fall 2026 dates

• BAYS/In-Town Season begins Sat/Sun, Sept. 12-13; HS 
season begins Sun, Sept. 27; Season ends Nov 14-15. 

• Key Dates for BAYS are here: https://bays.org/content/fall-2026-key-
dates-planning 

• New IFAB rules of 2025-26 apply in Fall 2026
• 8-second Goalkeeper Rule is the most significant 

update

• 2-referee pilot for In-Town referees will continue for all Grade 
3-4 In-Town games (In-Town only)

• In-Town Field Sessions (optional):
• Sun, Aug. 30 from 6:00-7:15 pm @ Thorndike Field (already happened)
• Sun, Sept. 13 from 6:00-7:15 pm @ Thorndike Field (identical)
• No registration required
• Come dressed to play  AND to referee
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Fall 2026 reminders
• Laws of the Game (LOTG)

• We will follow 2025-26

• Pre-Game Team Handshakes and 
Sportsmanship announcement
• Introduced Spring 2025
• Statement is just 3 sentences

• Genesis Referee Program (In-Town only)
• Register at 

https://leagues.bluesombrero.com/Default
.aspx?tabid=1557947

• Dual-Referee program (In-Town only)
•  all Grade 3-4 In-Town games

https://leagues.bluesombrero.com/Default.aspx?tabid=1557947
https://leagues.bluesombrero.com/Default.aspx?tabid=1557947


Dual-Referee System for In-Town Grades 3-4

• Introduced Spring 2025, Expanded Fall 2025, Continued Fall 2026
• 2 referees assigned to each Grade 3-4 game (numbers permitting).
• Each referee officiates one half.
• Referees share pre-game duties equally.
• Referees are paid equally ($25 each per game).
• Alternate referee stands at midfield on player sideline.

• Monitor substitutions
• Answer questions from coach
• Observe/support center referee
• No whistle, no calls



Your Responsibilities as a Referee

• PRE-GAME
• Check own equipment; field; coaches; players; ball (5x)
• Coin Toss & Pre-Game Sportsmanship Statement
• Check GK jersey/pinnie color

• DURING GAME
• Call fouls
• Manage substitutions
• Record goals
• Educate the players

• POST-GAME
• Supervise handshakes/fist bumps
• Submit Game Report online

Take a photo of 
this slide!



Game Day Reminders

• 5 Pre-game steps:
1. Check your own equipment
2. Check the field
3. Check the coaches
4. Check the players
5. Check the ball

• Minimum # of players to start
• 7 (for 11v11)
• 6 (for 9v9)
• 5 (for 7v7)

• Arrive 30 min early
• Review rules for that level
• Start on time
• 15-minute grace period for late 

arrivals
• Coaches must have ID
• Players must have shinguards



Pre-Game Sportsmanship Statement

After all pre-game activities are complete, both teams and the referee crew will line up at the Half 
Way Line of the Coaches Sideline.

Led by officials, all players and coaches will walk across the field and line up facing spectators, 5 yard 
from the sideline.

The Sportsmanship Statement will be read by a representative of the Home team to all coaches, 
players and spectators.

Following the reading of the script, players will perform a pre-game handshake. 
 (Home team to walk down the line of Away Team).

After the pre-game handshake, all players and coaches will return to benches and starting players 
will assume positions on the field of play.

Procedure

Referees 

are not 

reading 

the 

statement

Center Referees will check a 

box in their game report that 

Sportsmanship Stmt was read 

or not. 

Club will receive reports based 

on this



Referee Pre-Season Quiz
1. Referees must submit availability for the following weekend by

a. Saturday morning
b. Sunday night
c. Monday afternoon
d. Tuesday night

2. Game Reports are submitted
a. Via email to the ASC Referee Director
b. On a paper copy at the ASC office
c. Online at USOfficials.com (in-town)
d. Online at ArlingtonSoccerClub.org 

3. Weather-related cancellations
a. Are announced on the ASC website by 7:00 am / 10:30 a.m for weekends
b. Are announced at the field by the coaches
c. Must be declared at least 24 hours prior to kickoff
d. Will not happen in Fall 2026



Game Assignments / Scheduling

• at https://usofficial.com, 
• Sunday – Referees input availability
• Monday – Games are assigned
• Tuesday – Referees accept/reject games
• Wednesday – Open games are 

announced via email
• Wed-Fri – Referees respond to Paul A. 

directly via email, and schedule is 
finalized.

https://usofficial.com/


Submitting Game Availability in US Officials



In-Town Game times for Fall 2026

• Saturday @ 9:00 and 10:30 (Grades 3-4, Girls) @ Hurd Field
• Saturday @ 12:00 (Grade 3, Boys) @ Thorndike and Robbins
• Saturday @ 12:00 and 1:30 (Grade 4, Boys) @ Hurd

• Sunday @ 12:30 and 2:00 (Grade 2 , Boys) @ Thorndike
• Sunday @ 3:30 (Grade 2, Girls) @ Thorndike
• Sunday @ 1:30 (Grade 3, Boys) @ Robbins
• Sunday @ 3:30 (Grade 4, Boys) @ Robbins



Viewing Game Availability in US Officials



Game Reports

• Everyone accepts game 
initially at US Officials.

• In-Town referees report games 
at https://usofficials.com.

2 examples of 
blank game forms 
for referees to use 
during the 
match….

Record:
- Team names
- Date, time, & 

location
- Final score 

(Home: Away)

https://usofficials.com/


Game Reports (2)

• In-Town referees generally report only the score.
• Unusual incidents (e.g., cancellations, severe injury) can be reported to 

Referee Director, or feedback form

• Game reports should be submitted within 24 hours.
• Game reports cannot be submitted until the game is accepted.
• See “Game Reports: Best Practice” on ASC website



Payment

• 2x per season for In-Town
• Mid-season, End of season
• Check sent to your house
• $25 per game

• No Game Report = No Pay!
• No Contact Information = No 

assignment!



Referee & Assistant Referee: Signals 



Which of these 
hand signals is 
incorrect??



Referee Pre-Season Quiz
1. The grace period for late-arriving coaches/referees is

a. 5 minutes
b. 15 minutes
c. 30 minutes
d. None

2. Earrings are permitted 
a. If they are taped both front and back
b. If they have silicon/plastic studs rather than metal studs
c. If parents give permission
d. If worn for religious reasons
e. Under no circumstances

3. The rules for soccer in Arlington are set by 
a. ASC
b. BAYS
c. IFAB
d. All of the above



Game Cancellations

• ASC decides by 7:00 am /10:30 
am for weekend games, so 
check ASC website and your 
own email.

• Referees can declare a field 
unplayable, in consultation w/ 
coaches

• Thunder/Lightning Policy
• No play for 30 minutes

BAYS Table re Game Cancellations and Ref Payment



Referee Gear

• What items does every ref 
need?

Plus wristwatch!



Game Rules (LOTG)

Download the APP NOW – HERE
www.theifab.com

Pick up a handout, and 
bookmark on your phone

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/laws-of-the-game/id1464911972
http://www.theifab.com/


Referee Quiz
1. Substitutions CANNOT occur on which of the following 

situations?
a. Goal Kick
b. Corner Kick
c. Injury
d. Goal

2. Hats are permitted for players if they 
a. Are soft and pose no threat to other players
b. Match the color(s) of the player’s jersey
c. Can fit under a hoodie
d. Contain no metal parts

3. If 2 players have the same number on their jersey, then
a. Only one of those players can be on the field at a 

time
b. Only the lower number is allowed to play
c. A strip of tape can be added to make the number 1 

(e.g., “9” → “91”)
d. No action is needed—the referee just writes down 

the players’ names.
4.  After a goal is scored, the referee should 

a. Blow the whistle loudly
b. Collect the ball from the net and return it to the 

center circle
c. Survey the field, point to center circle, and record 

the goal
d. Consult with the coaches to confirm the game score



Special Considerations for In-Town Referees

• No yellow-red cards.
• Education & Enforcement = 2 major roles
• Special rules for Grade 2, and for Grade 3-4 (see handout).
• Professionalism

• Dress appropriately.
• Display confidence with coaches, players, and spectators.
• Use whistle and hand signals.
• Move with the ball around the entire field. 
• Be in charge of substitutions, restarts, and the whole game.



Questions? 


	Slide 1: ASC Pre-Season Referee Meeting for In-Town Referees
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Fall 2026 dates
	Slide 4: Fall 2026 reminders
	Slide 5: Dual-Referee System for In-Town Grades 3-4
	Slide 6: Your Responsibilities as a Referee
	Slide 7: Game Day Reminders
	Slide 8: Pre-Game Sportsmanship Statement
	Slide 9: Referee Pre-Season Quiz
	Slide 10: Game Assignments / Scheduling
	Slide 11: Submitting Game Availability in US Officials
	Slide 12: In-Town Game times for Fall 2026
	Slide 13: Viewing Game Availability in US Officials
	Slide 14: Game Reports
	Slide 15: Game Reports (2)
	Slide 16: Payment
	Slide 17: Referee & Assistant Referee: Signals 
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Referee Pre-Season Quiz
	Slide 20: Game Cancellations
	Slide 21: Referee Gear
	Slide 22: Game Rules (LOTG)
	Slide 23: Referee Quiz
	Slide 24: Special Considerations for In-Town Referees
	Slide 25: Questions? 

