
ASC Pre-Season Referee Meeting

Wednesday, 2 Sept.  2026
Robbins Library, Community Room

Chris Carlsmith, ASC Referee Director

7:30-8:30 p.m. Grassroots/BAYS Referees



Fall 2026 dates

•  Season begins Sat/Sun, Sept. 12-13 for BAYS (gr. 3-8).
High School begins Sun, Sept. 27.
Season ends Nov. 14-15.

• Availability deadline for Week 1 is this Sunday, Sept. 6.

• Referee Appreciation Weekend: Oct. 17-18

• Games are held on Indigenous Peoples 
Day/Columbus Day weekend (Oct. 10-12) for Grades 
3-8, but many will be cancelled.

• Cape Cod Tournament and Referee Academy will be 
Oct. 10-12, with Referee Mentors. Watch for email 
from MassRef.

ASC Referee Website:
https://www.arlingtonsoccerclub.org/referees/ 

https://www.arlingtonsoccerclub.org/referees/


Fall 2026 updates
• New Payment System for ALL BAYS referees (next 

slide)
• Laws of the Game (LOTG)

• We will follow 2025-26 (not 2026-27)
• Referee Abuse Prevention Policy

• Introduced Spring 2025
• See BAYS updates: https://bays.org/content/referee-

abuse-prevention-policy 
• Pre-Game Team Handshakes and Sportsmanship 

announcement
• Introduced Spring 2025
• Statement has been shortened

• Guest Player Passes 
• Introduced Spring 2025
• ASC does not permit this, but other clubs do, so you 

will see it. 
• See https://bays.org/content/bays-guest-player-policy 
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New Payment System for BAYS

• During Summer 2026, BAYS created a new, in-house payment system 
to replace SX Business Services.

• ALL BAYS referees must register for this new system.
• No registration = no game assignment in BAYS = no payment.

• Minors must obtain parental consent via email.

• Bank account information and Social Security # are required.

• Full instructions at https://bays.org/W9andBankInfo 

https://bays.org/W9andBankInfo




Minors have additional Parental Consent Step

Full Instructions: https://bays.org/W9andBankInfo 

Below the My Profile section that is already filled out is this button

● Sometimes the process doesn’t complete on the first click

● Check spam and other email folders

● If it doesn’t work try again.

https://bays.org/W9andBankInfo


W-9

Full Instructions: https://bays.org/W9andBankInfo 

● When you click the button a code will be sent to the email you used to register with BAYS

● Sometimes it takes more than one click to send the code.

● Once the code is accepted it will open the form

○ Make sure you fill out everything and answer the backup withholding question

https://bays.org/W9andBankInfo


W-9

Full Instructions: https://bays.org/W9andBankInfo 

https://bays.org/W9andBankInfo


Other BAYS policies



Policy 531-9:  Referee Abuse Policy​ 

● Protect and Support Referees and Better Soccer Environments

● Applies to all misconduct towards officials from participants.

● Stronger penalties to Coaches, Spectators, and PLAYERS

● Mass Youth Soccer policy extended sanctions to spectators​

● Insulting, Belittling, Insinuating, or Taunting Behavior undermining referee classified as Gross 

Misconduct.

● ​Minor Multiplier results in Triple Punishment 

● Video:  https://www.ussoccer.com/rap 

https://www.ussoccer.com/rap


Policy 531-9​ 

 



Coaches may ask questions before the start of 
the game. Coaches may not approach the 
referee at half time or at the end or after the 
game except to: 

● Respond to an Official who has 
initiated a conversation

● Point out emergency or safety issues
● Call for substitutions
● Ask the Officials to clarify ONLY: type 

of restart/direction of throw-in or 
indirect vs. direct free kick

● Ask for the time remaining in the half

Policy 531-9​ 

BAYS limits the 

items that can be 

“clarified”
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Discriminatory Actions / Derogatory Language

Observed/Heard by Referee Crew
If a member of the referee crew witnesses or hears that a player or coach is being subject to derogatory language or 

discriminatory actions, the incident should be addressed according to the IFAB Laws of the game.

Reported to Referee Crew

If a member of the referee crew did not hear or witness directly but a player or coach reports the incident to the referee, the 

Center Referee should implement the following steps: 

● Stop the game, if necessary, or use stoppage in play.

● Send both teams to their respective technical areas.

● Gather the referee team.

● Bring both coaches together.

● Explain the situation to the best of your ability and understanding.

● Direct the coaches to resolve the issue immediately. 

● Resume the game if issue is resolved

● If the coaches are uncooperative, or a resolution cannot be initiated or reached in a reasonable amount of time 

(resolution not to exceed 5 minutes), the referee will abandon the game immediately.



Pre-Game Sportsmanship Statement

After all pre-game activities are complete, both teams and the referee crew will line up at the Half 
Way Line of the Coaches Sideline.

Led by officials, all players and coaches will walk across the field and line up facing spectators, 5 yard 
from the sideline.

The Sportsmanship Statement will be read by a representative of the Home team to all coaches, 
players and spectators.

Following the reading of the script, players will perform a pre-game handshake. 
 (Home team to walk down the line of Away Team).

After the pre-game handshake, all players and coaches will return to benches and starting players 
will assume positions on the field of play.

Procedure

Referees 

are not 

reading 

the 

statement

Center Referees will check a 

box in their game report that 

Sportsmanship Stmt was read 

or not. 

Club will receive reports based 

on this



Guest Player Policy
BAYS Guest Player Policy is in effect beginning with the Spring 2025 season.

1. Coach provides the referee at the field with two paper copies of their official game roster and two paper 

copies of any official roster(s) listing any Guest Player(s). Every player has a unique jersey number. Every 

roster has the current Game ID#.

2. Referee checks in all players present. Referee crosses off names of absent players. 

3. Referee gives opposing coach a copy of each roster. 

4. Referee keeps a copy of each roster until the end of the season.

5. Referee notes in online Game Report that Guest Players were utilized.

https://bays.org/content/bays-guest-player-policy


Rosters Must be Kept Until End of Season

● Write game # on corner of all rosters if not listed by coach

● Ensure non-duplicate player numbers are listed
○ If not, ask coach to update roster



Slides from US Officials Meeting in late Aug.







The remaining slides are targeted primarily at new 
BAYS referees. They include:

- Game Assignments in BAYS
- Game Reports in BAYS
- Payment by BAYS
- Equipment for BAYS referees
- Reimbursement for BAYS referees
- Game Rosters and Check-in for BAYS referees
- Guest Player Passes for BAYS referees
- BAYS rules



Referee Pre-Season Quiz
1. Referees must submit availability for the following weekend by

a. Saturday morning
b. Sunday night
c. Monday afternoon
d. Tuesday night

2. Game Reports are submitted
a. Via email to the ASC Referee Director
b. On a paper copy at the ASC office
c. Online at USOfficials.com (in-town) or at BAYS.org (Grassroots)
d. Online at ArlingtonSoccerClub.org 

3. Weather-related cancellations
a. Are announced on the ASC website by 7:00 am / 10:30 a.m for weekends
b. Are announced at the field by the coaches
c. Must be declared at least 24 hours prior to kickoff
d. Will not happen in Fall 2025



Game Assignments / Scheduling

• at https://usofficial.com, 
• Sunday – Referees input availability
• Monday – Games are assigned
• Tuesday – Referees accept/reject games
• Wednesday – Open games are 

announced via email
• Wed-Fri – Referees respond to Paul A. 

directly via email, and schedule is 
finalized.

https://usofficial.com/


Game Reports

• Everyone accepts game initially 
at US Officials.

• In-Town referees report games at 
https://usofficials.com.

• BAYS referees accept game also 
in BAYS, and report game in BAYS, 
https://bays.org.

• You must accept a game in BAYS  
before you can report a game there.

• BAYS reports require more 
information.

https://usofficials.com/
https://bays.org/






Game Reports (2)

• All Grassoots referees should submit comments in game report for 
• RAP violation, 
• Red/YellowCard, 
• Injury, 
• or unusual circumstances.

• In-Town referees generally report only the score.
• Unusual incidents can be reported to Referee Director, or feedback form

• Game reports should be submitted within 24 hours.
• Game reports cannot be submitted until the game is accepted.
• See “Game Reports: Best Practice” on ASC website



Supplemental Report Infographic (003).jpg

Page on BAYS website in 

Referee Resources

https://bays.org/content/game-

report-writing-infographic 
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Payment

• 2x per season for In-Town
• Mid-season, End of season
• Check sent to your house
• $25 per game

4x per season for BAYS
• Weeks 3, 6, 9, and end of season 

(June 30 or Nov. 30)
• Via ACH transfer to bank account

• No Game Report = No Pay!

https://bays.org/content/referee-payment-information
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Referee Pre-Season Quiz
1. The grace period for late-arriving coaches/referees is

a. 5 minutes
b. 15 minutes
c. 30 minutes
d. None

2. Earrings are permitted 
a. If they are taped both front and back
b. If they have silicon/plastic studs rather than metal studs
c. If parents give permission
d. If worn for religious reasons
e. Under no circumstances

3. The rules for soccer in Arlington are set by 
a. ASC
b. BAYS
c. IFAB
d. All of the above



Game Cancellations

• ASC decides by 7:00 am /10:30 
am for weekend games, so 
check ASC website and your 
own email.

• Referees can declare a field 
unplayable, in consultation w/ 
coaches

• Thunder/Lightning Policy
• No play for 30 minutes

BAYS Table re Game Cancellations and Ref Payment



Referee Gear

• What items does every ref 
need?

Plus wristwatch!



Game Day Reminders

• 5 Pre-game steps:
1. Check your own equipment
2. Check the field
3. Check the coaches
4. Check the players
5. Check the ball

• Minimum # of players to start
• 7 (for 11v11)
• 6 (for 9v9)
• 5 (for 7v7)

• Arrive 30 min early
• Review rules for that level
• Start on time
• 15-minute grace period for late 

arrivals



Rosters and Check-in

Pre-Game Check-in Process

● 2 printed paper official rosters required

○ If only one printed, still okay if opposing coach agrees, and then they just take a picture

● Referee will check-in the players making sure their names are printed on the roster and they have 
unique jersey numbers 

○ New BAYS request that jersey #s should be printed on official rosters by clubs
● Referee will check the players for safety:

○ (5 S’s): shirt, short, socks, shin guards, safe shoes
○ No jewelry. None at all. Wearable item policy Cultural or medical items must be made safe.
○ No hard casts

Spectators 
● Spectators must set up on one side of the field, teams on the opposite side. At least 5’ off the touchline

● No one behind the goals or on the endlines.

https://bays.org/content/bays-wearable-item-safety-policy


Game Rules (LOTG)



Referee Quiz
1. Substitutions CANNOT occur on which of the following 

situations?
a. Goal Kick
b. Corner Kick
c. Injury
d. Goal

2. Hats are permitted for players if they 
a. Are soft and pose no threat to other players
b. Match the color(s) of the player’s jersey
c. Can fit under a hoodie
d. Contain no metal parts

3. If 2 players have the same number on their jersey, then
a. Only one of those players can be on the field at a 

time
b. Only the lower number is allowed to play
c. A strip of tape can be added to make the number 1 

(e.g., “9” → “91”)
d. No action is needed—the referee just writes down 

the players’ names.
4.  After a goal is scored, the referee should 

a. Blow the whistle loudly
b. Collect the ball from the net and return it to the 

center circle
c. Survey the field, point to center circle, and record 

the goal
d. Consult with the coaches to confirm the game score



Questions? 
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