
ASC Pre-Season Referee 
Meeting

Wed, 4 September 2024
Robbins Library

645-7:45 p.m. In-Town Referees
8:00-8:45 p.m. Grassroots/BAYS Referees



Essential Information
• ASC Season begins Sat, 7 Sept. for BAYS (gr. 3-8) and In-Town (gr. 

2-4).
• IFAB rules of 2023-24 apply in Fall 2024.
• Availability deadline for opening weekend was this past Sun, 1 

Sept.
• Look for email from Paul A with open games on Wed (today).
• New In-Town referees cannot yet submit availability

ASC Referee Website:
https://www.arlingtonsoccerclub.org/referees/ 

https://www.arlingtonsoccerclub.org/referees/


SAFE – FAIR – FUN

•How do we ensure safety?

•How do we promote fairness?

•How do we encourage fun for players? 



Game Assignments / Scheduling
•at https://usofficial.com, 

 Sunday – Referees input availability
 Monday – Games are assigned
 Tuesday – Referees accept/reject games
 Wednesday – Open games are 

announced via email
 Wed-Fri – Referees respond to Paul A. 

directly via email, and schedule is 
finalized.

https://usofficial.com/


Game Reports (and Payment)
• Everyone accepts game 

initially at US Officials.

• In-Town referees report 
games at 
https://usofficials.com.

• BAYS referees accept game 
also in BAYS, and report game 
in BAYS, https://bays.org.

• Payment

• 2x per season for In-Town
• Mid-season, End of season

4x per season for BAYS
• Weeks 3, 6, 9, and end of 

season

https://usofficials.com/
https://bays.org/


Game Reports (2)
• All referees should submit comments in game report for 
• ZT violation, 
• Red Card, 
• Injury, 
• or unusual circumstances.

• Game reports should be submitted within 24 hours.
• Game reports cannot be submitted until the game is 

accepted.



Game Cancellations
• ASC decides by 7:00 am 

/10:30 am for weekend 
games, so check ASC 
website and your own 
email.
• Referees can declare a field 

unplayable, in consultation 
w/ coaches
• Thunder/Lightning Policy
• No play for 30 minutes

BAYS Table re Game Cancellations and Ref 
Payment



Referee Gear
• What items does every ref 

need?

Plus wristwatch!



Game Day Reminders
• 5 Pre-game steps:

1. Check your own equipment
2. Check the field
3. Check the coaches
4. Check the players
5. Check the ball

• Minimum # of players to start
• 7 (for 11v11)
• 6 (for 9v9)
• 5 (for 7v7)

• Arrive 30 min early
• Review rules for that level
• Start on time
• 15-minute grace period for 

late arrivals



Game Rules (LOTG)



Zero Tolerance
• What is Zero Tolerance (ZT)?
• Why do BAYS and ASC support ZT?
• Essential points of ZT

• For players, coaches, spectators

• Consequences for violations of ZT
• ZT-1: Clubs track, monitor, and impose sanctions; 

often a letter of apology.
• ZT-2:  One-game suspension
• ZT-3:  Two-game suspension
• If violator coach is not identified, head coach serves 

suspension.
• If violator is a spectator, all spectators are forbidden at 

next game.
• Violations are tracked for 4 seasons (2 years) as repeat 

offenses

https://bays.org/content/zero-tolerance-po
licy
 

https://bays.org/content/zero-tolerance-policy
https://bays.org/content/zero-tolerance-policy


Special Considerations for In-Town 
Referees
• No yellow-red cards.
• One referee only.
• Education & Enforcement.
• Special rules for Grade 2, and for Grade 3-4 (see handout).
• Professionalism

• Dress appropriately.
• Display confidence with coaches, players, and spectators.
• Use whistle and hand signals.
• Move with the ball around the entire field. 
• Be in charge of substitutions, restarts, and the whole game.



Questions? 
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